[Detection of genetic defects by amniocentesis in early pregnancy (author's transl)].
In the view of the obstetrician the development of prenatal diagnosis of genetic diseases is the consequent continuation of preventive measures for mother and child during prenatal care. In vitro cultivation of fetal cells after amniocentesis in the beginning second trimester enabled the use of those cells for cytogenetic and biochemical analyses. In doing so, chromosomal anomalies, an increasing number of inborn metabolic diseases and open neural tube defects can be detected or excluded in early pregnancy. We are today in a position to encourage carrier families suffering from hereditary defects to have children in cases which have so far been dissuaded from pregnancy. Due to the fact that in approximately 95% of the cases an inborn anomaly can be excluded prenatal diagnosis of congenital defects has got a positive effect on the ongoing pregnancy and over all family planning. Based on our studies of 1000 amniocenteses indications, risks and results are being presented. The diagnostic possibilities of the fetoscopy are being discussed in the light of the first own experiences.